
Letter from the Headmaster 

Enjoy a very earned rest 

and some quality family 

time! 

Dear Parents, 

Before I took on the interim Headship, we were planning some 

extraordinary ideas for this wonderful school.  Prep schools are 

about laying foundations that reach well beyond senior school, 

university and even future careers.  We are privileged to have your 

children through their formative years and with this comes a 

responsibility to instil a love and passion for learning, the desire to 

acquire new skills and above all, to develop resilient, happy young 

people who can and will make the world a better place for their 

input, however, great or small!   

We want to pull together everything that happens in and out of the 

classroom, giving your children an ‘edge’, a third dimension, real 

depth for want of a better description.   

Therefore, to be appointed the next Head of Orley Farm is 

especially exciting because I would hate to see these initiatives, 

that go way beyond the bricks and mortar that you see going up, 

fall by the wayside.  The New Year will bring more information on 

this front as Mrs Harrison leads a team to launch this new and 

innovative programme.   

Orley Farm is a very bright light in education and having met so 

many former pupils from past decades, the rich heritage that forms 

the very DNA of this school offers a unique experience.  I do not 

want Orley to simply be judged by the senior schools that we serve, 

I want us to be judged far beyond this by the young adults that we 

shape...this goes beyond any government league tables and is the 

true test of the greatest Preparatory Schools!   

Your children have worked their socks off!  They and you deserve a 

wonderful rest and so can I take this opportunity to wish you all a 

very warm and happy Christmas break!  Please enjoy some of the 

highlights from the past term captured in the following pages. 

Tim Calvey 
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Congratulations to Anaya 
Gohil  who had a surprise 
visit from Patchino - the 
Mascot for Patchi         
Chocolate . Anaya won a 
competition after writing a 
poem. 

Appointments  Announced 

It is not just  Mr Tim Calvey 
who has been appointed 
our new Head  this term 
but sixteen  very keen and      
enthusiastic  pupils who 
became our Captains and 
Vice Captains and head up 
our Senior Leadership 
Team. Well done to you all! 

This term our students  
visited the River & Rowing 
Museum in Henley and  
also had a trip to Windsor. 

The Kids Literature Quiz 2013 

 Nine, of our excited, well-read 
pupils took part in the North London 
heat of the Kids Literature Quiz at 
Broxbourne School in Hertfordshire.  
They could recall a vast array of 
varied and random facts about 
books, ranging from Noddy to the 
popular classics. For example:  
‘What noise awoke the knights in 
King Arthur’s cave?’  

There were 25 teams in all taking 
part, many of which were made up 
entirely of year 7 & 8 children, so 
our year 6 pupils, in particular, were 
up against some tough opposition.  
The winners and runners up were 
both  from  the City of London Girls’ 
School - clearly the ones to set our 
sights on beating next year. We 

were delighted with the way that 
Orley Farm participated and 
performed; both teams came away 
with high scores and our A team 
even made it into the top 10. Most 
importantly, however, the children 
enjoyed a stimulating and 
challenging afternoon, had lots of 
fun and hopefully came away 
knowing reading is an activity which 
sparks lively conversation, feeds the 
imagination and adds immeasurably 
to one’s vocabulary and general 
knowledge.  

 

Participants: Omar Majumdar (y8), 
Thomas Hart (y8), Ibrahim 
Mohammad (y7), Nicholas Hart (y6), 
Rosa Todd (y6), Megha Maudgil 
(y6), Charlene Tai (y6), Evie Kerrigan 
–Smith (y6), Taanya Fice (y6) 

 

Trade Games 

On Friday 6th September all Year 6 
girls and Year 8 boys competed in 
teams in a trade game. They all start-
ed with one bit of paper, one pair of 
scissors and instructions on the 
walls. The aim was to make as much 
money as possible by producing vari-
ous paper shapes and trade them to 
our three traders (Mr Calvey, Mrs 
Mitchell and Mrs Harrison). They 
could buy more paper and pencils 
from our shopkeeper (Mrs Dunning) 
and get loans from our banker (Mr 
Davies). The whole afternoon was 
really exciting and was enjoyed by 
all. It was followed by a pizza dinner 
and games on the main field. Con-
gratulations to our winning team 
(see photo) who earned the privilege 
to jump any queue at school for two 
weeks! 

Making a good cuppa! 

Our students experimented to see 
what makes a good cup of tea in 
their Science lesson.  They also  
learned how to make salt too. 



 
French Day 

Learning a new         
language is all about 
confidence and the 
greatest stumbling 
block is fear of       
feeling a fool! Well…
we had fearless 
French learners who 
not only put them-
selves forward for a 
French Spelling Bee 
but also took the 
taste challenge and 
enjoyed some new 
cuisine…from smelly 
cheese…to snails!  
 
Harvest Celebrations 

We celebrated   
Harvest Festival 
with a wonderful 
performance from 
Pre Prep to an            
audience of elderly 
visitors from the 
local community. 
Having sung beauti-
fully and performed 
poems our more 
senior Year 2 pupils 
handed out cakes 
and chatted to our 
visitors.  

 
Book Week in Pre-Prep 

During our Pre-Prep Book Week  we 
had visiting authors who spent time 
reading  wonderful tales to our      
children and firing up their               
imaginations  ready for new            
adventures. Our senior children took 
time out from their  English groups  to 
read some of their  favourite child-
hood stories to a very excited Pre -
Prep. The Pre-Prep children love to 
have visits from our older pupils 
which strengthens the bond between 

the youngest and the oldest pupils in 
the school as we are all one big      
extended family, including the   
Gruffalo! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egyptian Day in Middle School 

Middle School had three incredibly 
special visitors. Even more amazing 
when you hear that they were 
Howard Carter, Lord Carnarvon and 
the very important water boy!  This 
was part of our Egyptian Week 
when we learned all about         
King Tutankhamun.                                     
 Music & Drama 
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Once again our Music and Drama 
department amazed us with the 
Middle School production of 
‘Zoom’ and the following evening 
our wonderful musicians             
performed in the Christmas       
Concert. For our  finale, Reception 
treated us to ‘Away in a Manger’  
and Years 1 & 2 gave us their 
Christmas Presentation. Bravo!!! 



Congratulations to our Old 
Orleyans 
 
Peter Westcott (Cranleigh)
reading  Classics, at Jesus 
College, Cambridge (after a 
gap year) 
 
Alice Tebboth (North 
London Collegiate)                            
reading  Medicine at 
Cambridge 

Shanil Hansjee 
(Westminster) 
reading  Medicine at 
Oxford 

Charlotte Cato (Godolphin 
& Latymer reading  French 
and Italian, at Exeter 
College, Oxford 

Paavan Buddhev (Habs) 
studying at Oxford 

Hebe Westcott (Cranleigh) 
reading  English, at 
Regent’s Park College, 
Oxford  (after a gap year) 

Now in  their second year: 

David Ashman (St Paul’s) 
reading Natural Sciences, at 
St Catherine's College, 
Cambridge 

Jack Cowell (St Paul’s)       
reading Psychology at Bath 

Jay Desor (St Paul’s) 
reading  Maths and 
Statistical Science at 
University College, London 

Kiran Fothergill (St Paul’s) 
reading German and 
Spanish at Lady Margaret 
Hall, Oxford 

Daleep Rupra (St Paul’s) 
reading Law at London 
School of Economics 

Christopher Young            
(St Paul’s) reading  
Geography at Durham 

 

  

 

Girls’ Sports Round Up 

Girls from Year 3 to 7 have all 
competed for the school this term in 
netball. We have had 47 fixtures 
across the term and were 
undefeated in just over 60% of 
them, scoring 177 goals. The Year 6 
girls have competed in two 
tournaments, twice coming 6th of 24 
and 16 teams respectively and our 
Year 5 and 6 girls played in our very 
own netball festival. Year 3 enjoyed 
their very first matches for Orley 
Farm against Belmont. All girls have 
also competed (fiercely) in our           
Inter-house competitions. I look 
forward to the Spring term where 
our main focus will be hockey. 

Charity News 

The children this term have very 
generously supported a number of 
charities including Operation  
Christmas Child, Save the Children, 
Salvation Army, Children in Need, 
Wings of Hope, Trussell Foundation 
and the Cochlear Implanted 
Children’s Support Group to name a 
few.  They have baked cakes, run 
stalls and have been very pro-active 
in fund raising. Well done to you all! 

Boys’ Sports Round Up 

It has been another very successful 
term on the boys’ games front with 
a total of 19 teams playing 
matches, therefore involving in 
excess of 180 boys who have 
represented the school. Of the 
whopping 95 matches played, we 
have won 48, drawn 11 and lost 36, 
scoring a massive 365 goals in the 
process! Our Colts A won the Orley 
Farm U11 Tournament, our U9 A 
team won the Lochinver House U9 
Tournament and our senior 1st 
team players finished as runners-
up in the Durston House U13 6-a-
side Tournament. Aside of the 
major sports, we have won two of 

our first three basketball matches 
and look forward to defending our 
title in January’s Orley Farm 
Basketball Tournament. On top of 
all this, 28 boys and 5 members of 
staff enjoyed a fantastic football 
tour in Holland and Germany over 
half term. 

Pictured below are our U9 A team 
celebrating their win at the 
Lochinver House Tournament and 
above our basketball team 
celebrating a victory on the 
opening day of the season. 


